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A checklist to guide you through the process of crafting high-quality content for SEO optimization.

Checklist Items:

1. Gather Necessary Tools
Set up Google Analytics, Google Search Console, a keyword research tool, and a CMS. Ensure you
have admin access for content publishing and analytics.
Reference Section: What You'll Need (Prerequisites)

2. Identify Audience Intent
Map out your target audience's personas and categorize their intent as informational, navigational,
transactional, or commercial investigation.
Reference Section: Step-by-step: Research & Topic Validation

3. Select Seed Topics
Choose 3-5 seed topics relevant to your product or audience problems to center your content around.
Reference Section: Step-by-step: Research & Topic Validation

4. Conduct SERP Checks
For each seed topic, analyze the top 10 search results, noting title tags, meta descriptions, featured
snippets, and content formats.
Reference Section: Step-by-step: Research & Topic Validation

5. Document Content Gaps
Identify where existing content lacks depth or relevant formats. Note areas where your content can
provide better answers or unique data.
Reference Section: Step-by-step: Research & Topic Validation

6. Expand Keyword List
Using a keyword tool, generate 15-40 related keywords and long-tail variants for each seed topic.
Reference Section: Step-by-step: Research & Topic Validation

7. Prioritize Keywords by Intent
Assign intent categories to each keyword and score them based on their alignment with the
audience's needs and search volume.
Reference Section: Step-by-step: Research & Topic Validation

8. Outline Content Structure
Create an outline that includes headings and key points that address identified content gaps and
audience intent.
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Reference Section: Step-by-step: Outline & Structure

9. Draft Your Content
Employ engaging writing techniques while ensuring clarity and utility for the reader. Incorporate
keywords naturally.
Reference Section: Step-by-step: Writing the Draft (Numbered Steps)

10. Edit and Optimize Content
Revise for clarity, check SEO best practices, and ensure it fulfills the promise made in the title and
introduction before publishing.
Reference Section: Step-by-step: Edit, Optimize, and Publish
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