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A practical checklist to integrate SEO best practices within your automated content strategy for improved
rankings and engagement.

Checklist Items:

1. Define Business Goals and SEO KPIs
Translate high-level business goals into specific, measurable SEO KPIs that will guide your
automation efforts.
Reference Section: Build an SEO-first Content Automation Strategy

2. Select Topical Clusters for Automation
Identify 3–5 topical clusters to automate first, focusing on those with high search volume and low
competition.
Reference Section: Build an SEO-first Content Automation Strategy

3. Set Baseline KPIs
Establish current metrics for impressions, rankings, and conversions to measure the effectiveness of
automation.
Reference Section: Build an SEO-first Content Automation Strategy

4. Create SEO-Compliant Content Templates
Design templates that auto-populate essential SEO elements including title, meta description, and
schema markup to ensure optimization.
Reference Section: Build an SEO-first Content Automation Strategy

5. Design Pre-Publish Workflow
Implement an automated SEO lint-checking process, followed by a human review to ensure content
aligns with search intent before publishing.
Reference Section: Design workflows and QA checkpoints

6. Schedule Post-Publish Performance Checks
Automate performance checks 7–14 days post-publication to monitor key metrics like CTR and
impressions, adjusting content as necessary.
Reference Section: Design workflows and QA checkpoints

7. Integrate Tools for Automation
Connect your CMS, SEO tools, and analytics platforms to streamline automation processes and
enable efficient reporting.
Reference Section: Tool integration points
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8. Automate Keyword Research
Utilize multiple data sources to automate keyword discovery and classify intent, ensuring a
comprehensive understanding of search queries.
Reference Section: Keyword & Intent at Scale: Automated Research Best Practices

9. Cluster Keywords Based on Intent
Organize keywords into clusters by analyzing search modifiers and SERP features for better targeting
of content.
Reference Section: Keyword & Intent at Scale: Automated Research Best Practices

10. Score Opportunities for Content Creation
Apply a scoring system to prioritize keyword opportunities based on search volume, intent, and
content reuse potential to guide automation decisions.
Reference Section: Keyword & Intent at Scale: Automated Research Best Practices
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