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A practical checklist to ensure seed viability and optimize planting decisions.

Checklist Items:

1. Conduct a Germination Test
Select 100 seeds, place them on a moistened paper towel, fold and seal in a plastic bag. Keep at the
recommended temperature for the species and check daily for moisture.
Reference Section: Practical quick-test protocol

2. Calculate Germination Rate
After the standard testing period (7-14 days), count the number of sprouted seeds and calculate the
germination rate using the formula: (sprouted seeds / total seeds) × 100.
Reference Section: Practical quick-test protocol

3. Assess Seed Quality
Examine seeds for signs of damage, age, or undesirable characteristics to determine if they meet
quality standards for planting.
Reference Section: Understanding Seed Viability

4. Evaluate Moisture Content
Test seed moisture to ensure it is within species-specific guidelines; too much moisture can
accelerate deterioration.
Reference Section: Types of Seed Tests

5. Check for Purity
Ensure seeds are free from contaminants such as weed seeds or pathogens by assessing the purity
of the seed lot.
Reference Section: Types of Seed Tests

6. Make Adjustments Based on Findings
If the germination rate is below acceptable thresholds, adjust field seeding rates or consider
reordering fresh seeds.
Reference Section: Why Test Seeds?

7. Keep Detailed Records
Document seed performance, including germination rates and any adjustments made, to track
performance trends year over year.
Reference Section: Simple record-keeping tips

8. Revisit Storage Practices
Ensure that seeds are stored under appropriate conditions (cool, dry, dark) to maintain viability based
on species-specific guidelines.
Reference Section: Understanding Seed Viability
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