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A practical checklist to ensure you understand and account for forex trading fees that may impact your
profitability.

Checklist Items:

1. Identify Fee Types
Recognize and categorize the different types of trading fees you may encounter: spreads,
commissions, swaps, deposit/withdrawal, and inactivity/account fees.
Reference Section: What Is Forex Trading Fees?

2. Analyze Broker Spreads
Check the spread offered by your broker on the pairs you intend to trade. Consider how spreads might
widen in thin markets or during news announcements.
Reference Section: How Does It Work? The Mechanics Behind Forex Fees

3. Calculate Trading Commissions
Determine the commission model your broker uses (per lot, per side, percentage) and calculate total
commissions based on your expected trade size.
Reference Section: Commission models and when each model is more cost-effective

4. Review Swap/Rollover Charges
Check the overnight swap rates for positions held beyond the trading day. Analyze how these can
affect your long-term positions.
Reference Section: Swaps and rollovers: overnight financing

5. Evaluate Deposit/Withdrawal Fees
Look for any fees associated with depositing or withdrawing funds from your trading account. Factor
these into your overall cost.
Reference Section: What Is Forex Trading Fees?

6. Understand Inactivity Fees
Review if your broker charges inactivity or account fees and under what conditions these apply to
ensure you remain active and avoid charges.
Reference Section: What Is Forex Trading Fees?

7. Compare Brokers
Use your collected information to compare different brokers. Look for those whose fee structure aligns
with your trading style and strategy.
Reference Section: How to Compare Brokers and Reduce Your Costs

8. Check for Regulatory Transparency
Ensure your chosen broker is regulated and transparent about its fee structure. Look for readily
available fee information and verify claims if necessary.
Reference Section: Regulation, Transparency and Where to Verify Fee Claims
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9. Adjust Your Trading Strategy
Based on your understanding of the fees, adjust your trading strategy, position sizes, and trading
frequency to maximize net profits.
Reference Section: Why It Matters: Impact on Strategy, Returns and Broker Choice
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